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From Admiral Porter to General Butler
North Atlantic Squadron, United States Flag-Ship "Malvern,"
HAMPTON ROADS, Dec. 13,1864
GENERAL: The rest of the fleet will leave here in three hours, and will proceed to the rendezvous twenty-five miles east of Cape Fear River.
The powder vessel will go to Beaufort and take ninety tons of powder I had there. I shall follow and communicate with you after she leaves Beaufort for her destination. I think the "Louisiana" will carry the three hundred tons. She has now two hundred on board, and room for two hundred more, though that would sink her too deep. She has delayed us a little, and our movements had to depend on her. Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant, DAVID D. PORTER, Rear-Admired
From General Butler
FORTRESS MONBOB, Deo. 13th, 1864
Hon. HENRY WILSON, U. S. Senator
MY DEAR WILSON: What a delightful stream of obloquy is continually pouring. I take leave to send you the entire correspondence (duplicate copies) between Pierrepont and myself, with the documents in relation to the Smith case. You will then, if your patience allows you to read it, see whether I have done anything that a just and faithful officer ought not to have done. I also take leave to send you a like copy of sketches of a system of organization of the Armies which I had prepared for General Schenck. You may get some hints upon the subject which will be useful. I am today starting to Wilmington, where I hope you will hear from us. At least all shall be done that can be. If in the Providence of God I shall fall, please see to it that justice is done to my memory for the sake of my children, If I live (and I have no fear but I shall) I can take care of myself.
Most Truly Yours, BBNJ, F. BUTLER
From General Butler to John R. Hackett
Head Quarters, Dept Va., & N. C. Army of the James, in the Field, Deo. 6th, 64 [Not in chronological order]
SIR: I enclose you the correspondence between Pierrepont and myself which perhaps after his unwarrantable attack on me had better be published if some leading journal chooses to